ACCESS/HOUSING/TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2012

MSCOD OFFICE

121 E. 7TH PLACE, SUITE 107
ST.PAUL, MN
ATTENDANCE

Present: Mark Hughes, Linda Lingen; Joan Willshire, Margot Imdieke Cross, Diego Reis and Elizabeth Demski. Present via phone: Kim Tyler, Carlos Vasquez. Absent: Bob Johnson and Judy Freisen.
AGENDA

1. Introductions

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Recap of September Report

4. Transportation Access Council Update

5. Legislative Update

6. MSCOD Website Update

7. Code Committee Activities

8. Emergency Preparedness Update

9. Light Rail Transit Construction Update

10. Metro Mobility Update

11. Old Business/New Business

12. Adjournment

The chair called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m.
Approval of January Agenda
Kim Tyler motioned for approval of the agenda; Carlos Vasquez seconded the motion. It passed by voice vote.

Recap of September Access Report

Due to time constrictions and the death of Ed Butterfass, the Access Committee did not meet in September. However, Margot Imdieke Cross, MSCOD staff, did have an opportunity to update the Executive Committee on a number of access issues currently being covered by the Access Committee. Margot recapped the presentation she gave to the Executive Committee of the Council. Margot also informed the Executive Committee of a project being proposed by MSCOD to DNR that would identify access features in State Parks and promote those features to the public via videos, still shots and possibly virtual tours. MSCOD would help develop a series of videos, still shots or virtual tours depicting accessible features of the six most popular state parks initially. The Executive Committee approved the project and recommended it to the full council for adoption.

Transportation Access Council Update
Executive director Joan Willshire gave a report on the Transportation 

Access Council of which she is Vice-Chair. The Transportation Access Council was created last session; it consists of state agencies charged with coordinating transportation for the aging and people with disabilities statewide. It receives $100,000 per biennium. The Transportation Access Council may consider contributing to the veterans’ transportation system in southwestern Minnesota. In this system the client calls one central number for transportation; a mobility manager arranges the best transport available. This Transportation Access Council has a 2014 sunset.

Legislative Update

Diego Reis gave a brief update on the legislative activities. There should be no major cuts to the Metropolitan Council; any shortfalls can be back filled from other funds. The Greater Minnesota Transport funding was cut $2.7 million for the biennium; how many hours will be cut is to be determined.
MSCOD Website Update

Diego Reis reported that the MSCOD website is 85% completed. The design is done; we are still working on content and access. It should go live in February. MSCOD is updating our website to update information, make it easier to navigate, and make it as accessible as possible. We want to lead by example in accessibility.

Code Committee Activities

Margot Imdieke Cross presented a brief report on building code issues.

A Code Committee has been convened by the Department of Labor & Industry, of which MSCOD is a member along with a representative from the University of Minnesota, and a couple of architects, building code officials, advocates, and access specialists. The goal of the Code Committee is to update the current accessibility chapter of the Minnesota State Building Code.
Emergency Preparedness Update

Margot Imdieke Cross announced she will make several presentations at the Governor’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Conference on February 14 & 15, 2012. She will present inclusive plans, accessible shelters, accessible equipment, and transportation issues. Linda Lingen will present communication issues: before, during, and after an emergency. She will also discuss low tech equipment that can be acquired now. Both urge planning and practice. Margot Cross stated 70 to 80 people have already registered.

Light Rail Transit Construction Update

Margot Imdieke Cross gave a brief report on the light rail. Construction is progressing; rails and stations from the University of Minnesota to St. Paul is one third complete. There will be a multi-modal depot offering rail, bus, and cab transfers. There is some question where accessible parking for the Capitol will be placed.

Metro Mobility Update

Mark Hughes reported there was a computer problem at Metro Mobility that created problems in scheduling rides in the past. On investigation he found there are no back up plans. He took this to the Disability Law Center for a class action suit.
Old Business/New Business

Joan Willshire discussed possible award recognition event ideas for the Council.

Adjournment

Kim Tyler motioned to adjourn; Carlos Vasquez seconded. It was approved by voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth A. Demski
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