ACCESS/HOUSING/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

UNAPPROVED

MSCOD OFFICE 121 EAST 7TH PLACE, SUITE 107

ST. PAUL, MN
MAY 24, 2012

Attendance

Present: Mark Hughes, Robert Johnson, Kim Tyler, Michelle Trapp, Stephen Grams, Rev. David Sams; guest Justin Page; staff Margot Imdieke Cross, Colin Stemper, Lauren Siegel, Paraj Acharya, and Elizabeth Demski.
Nathan Aalgaard was absent.

Agenda

1. Call to Order
2. Welcome & Introductions

3. Approval of May Agenda

4. Approval of January Minutes

5. State Park Promotion Project

6. Viking Stadium Report

7. Code Committee Report

8. Legislative Update

9. MSCOD Website Update

10. Light Rail Transit Construction Update

11. Transportation Access Council Update

12. Metro Mobility Update

13. Greyhound Settlement

14. Old Business/New Business

15. Adjournment
Call to Order

The chair called the meeting to order at 9:30. Members introduced themselves and were welcomed.
Approval of Agenda & Minutes

Kim Tyler motioned for approval of the May 24, 2012 agenda. Michelle Trapp seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.
Kim Tyler motioned for approval of the January 19, 2012 committee meeting minutes; Rev. David Sams seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote.

State Park Promotion Project

Margot Imdieke Cross reported on MSCOD’s participation in the State Park Promotion Project. MSCOD will work with the MN DNR to promote access features at 2 state parks: William O’Brian and Whitewater State Parks. This project will incorporate visuals on the internet, videos or virtual tours of accessible features at the state parks. The goal of the project is to provide more access information to the disability community and ultimately increase usage of the accessible features. These two parks are the first phase of the project.

Viking Stadium Report

Margot Cross reported that a letter has already gone to the Governor under Joan Willshire’s signature requesting support for the creation of a disability advisory committee to provide guidance on accessibility issues for the new Vikings Stadium. MSCOD will need to negotiate with private/public leadership to build beyond the minimum code, in a fashion similar to the Twins’ stadium.

Code Committee Report
Margot Imdieke Cross reported on the Code Committee which met several times from January to mid-April, 2012. The committee recommended stronger language for many code issues in the accessibility chapter of the Minnesota Building Code. Several committee members banded together and defeated a move to eliminate equipment and appliance coverage. Language was strengthened for several areas, including disability parking and restroom requirements.
Legislative Update

Lauren Siegel presented the legislative update. The increased fare was eliminated in the Transportation Omnibus Bill. The proposed voter identification will be on the November ballot as a constitutional amendment. This raises questions on what a valid government ID will be; identification for nursing home residents; and vouching requirements.
The sunset advisory committee recommended that MSCOD‘s next review will be in 2018.

MSCOD Website Update

Margot Imdieke Cross reported that the new website is set to be live on May 28, 2012. It will be reorganized, contain more information, and be accessible for individuals who are blind or low vision.
Light Rail Transit Construction Update

Margot Imdieke Cross reported that University Avenue from Rice to Robert Streets will be closing. There will be a reduction in accessible parking. It is not known how long this will last.
Transportation Access Council Update

Joan Willshire is working on the Transportation Access Council, a collective effort of MN-DHS and other agencies. The Council is currently working on establishing a Veterans’ Transport System. It would use 80% federal funds and 20% local funds to set up a one call system for veterans and their families through the veterans linkage line. It would start in southwest Minnesota. If successful, it would be expanded to greater MN, central and lastly northeastern MN.

Metro Mobility Update

Mark Hughes reported that there would be no system audit of Metro Mobility’s computer outage of Labor Day 2011. Their diesel engine vehicles are being phased out.

Greyhound Settlement

Justin Page of the Disability Law Center discussed the settlement of a law suit filed against the Greyhound Bus company for violation of the ADA.
Mark Hughes was guaranteed that Greyhound Bus would have a wheelchair lift; it was broken. There was no response from the disability hot line. He then called the Disability Law Center. When negotiations failed, the DLC determined there was probable cause for a suit under the Minnesota Human Rights Act and the ADA. As part of the conciliation, Greyhound must provide trainings, ensure access for people with disabilities, and enact policy changes. Minnesota Human Rights must sign off on training. Margot Imdieke Cross will check on possible consumer panels. During the discussion that followed, it was pointed out that in Minnesota tour buses are not lift equipped. This will be investigated.
Adjournment

Michelle Trapp motioned for adjournment; Kim Tyler seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth A. Demski
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