MSCOD Executive Committee Minutes

Location: Minnesota State Council on Disability office
121 East 7th Place, Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101
March 20, 2013 (Approved)

Attendance
Mark Hughes, council member (in person)
Joan Willshire, Executive Director (in person)
Tricia Drury, MSCOD staff (in person)
Dave Schwartzkopf, Committee chair (via phone)

Kathy Peterson, council member (via phone)

Excused

Barb Stensland, council member
Bob Johnson, council member

Call to order

Meeting was called to order by Schwartzkopf at 2:49 p.m.
The first 80 Minutes of the meeting were used to go over Executive Director Joan Willshire’s yearly performance review.

Hughes motioned to approve the maximum performance increase for Executive Director retroactive to Jan. 1, 2013. Seconded by Peterson. Approved by voice vote.
Hughes motioned to approve the agenda. Seconded by Peterson. Approved by voice vote.

Peterson motioned to approve minutes from February 13, 2013 meeting. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote.
Update on Town Hall meeting

Willshire recapped the event describing it as successful. She talked about the strong statistical evidence that we gained from some of the speakers in regard to the numbers of PWDs voting. The committee discussed some of the problems encountered that day (weather, captioning service, etc.) and how to avoid problems with future events.
April 11th Advocacy Day update

Willshire shared the overall schedule of the day. She also expressed a hope that the joint meeting that is planned with the Minnesota Statewide Independent Living Council that day will lead to further collaboration efforts in the future. She also shared her hope to add time to the existing agenda to include a discussion about the Governor’s Olmstead panel.  
Legislative Update
· Executive director Joan Willshire gave an update on the status of the bill allowing MSCOD to go from 21 required council members down to 17. It has passed all the required committees; it now is waiting on the House floor.
· MSCOD Legislative specialist Kim Kang gave an explanation of the Arts & Legacy Grant request that MSCOD has submitted. The money ($843k) will be used to fund the 25th ADA celebration and aspects related to the public outreach and PSAs designed to highlight its importance. The request was submitted to Rep. Kaahn on March 10, 2013. Willshire described how the amount of the request was reached.
· Hughes motioned to approve MSCOD’s $843k Arts and Legacy fund request from the Minnesota Legislature. Seconded by Peterson. Approved by voice vote.

· MSCOD Access specialist Margot Imdieke Cross discussed the status of disability parking changes that MSCOD is suggesting. The bill will be carried by Sen. Carlson and Rep. Mason. MSCOD suggested three changes, but only two were included in the final language:

· No removable disability parking signs

· Ability to park at an angle when no van access is available.

· Language about parking in an access aisle was not included. Margot hopes that will be changed next year.

· Imdieke Cross said a bill to change the state’s language on companion animals to better reflect language in the ADA has moved through the House already and would be heard on Friday, March 22, 2013 in the Senate. The Bill clarified “self-trained” language and tightened the definition to apply to only dogs (i.e. not cats, bird, etc.).
· Hughes motioned to endorse the updated language reflected in the service animal bill currently being considered at the legislature. Seconded by Peterson. Approved by voice vote.
· Kim Kang gave an update on various job-credits bill up for debate. She explained that MSCOD will push to have “competitive-wage” language included.
· Peterson motioned to endorse efforts in the legislature to include people with disabilities in any bills that utilize tax credits to increase employment for various minority groups. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote.
Explanation of Special Expenses

Executive director Willshire clarified the process by which “special expenses” are handled and paid. MSCOD uses “special expenses” to pay for attendance for staff or council members at various dinner or banquets that are important to “public policy” discussions.

Encumbrance Discussion:

· Peterson motioned to approve MSCOD Purchase order encumbrances of $4,526.51 from Feb. 6-March 8, 2013. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote.

· Peterson motioned to approve MSCOD contract encumbrances of 4,720.00 from Feb. 6-March 8, 2013. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote.
Executive Director updates/Other business

· Willshire shared that a new Ex Officio has been named to MSCOD. Gail Lundeen from DEED will join. 

· Willshire has spoken with the Governor’s office and asked to delay the announcement of the new council members until after our Advocacy Day on April 11th.
· Murad Mammadov, a fellow with the American Councils for International Education Professional Fellows Programs will be in the MSCOD Office for most of April.
· The process of interviewing interns has begun. Joan has already met with five Humphrey Institute students about working with MSCOD during the summer of 2013.

Motion to adjourn by Hughes. Meeting was adjourned at 4:39 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Tricia Drury
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