MSCOD Executive Committee Minutes

Location: Minnesota State Council on Disability office

121 East 7th Place, Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101

May 20, 2013 (Approved)

Attendance 

Mark Hughes, council member (in person)

Joan Willshire, Executive Director (in person) 

Tricia Drury, MSCOD staff (in person)

Dave Schwartzkopf, Committee chair (via phone)

Kathy Peterson, council member (in person)

Barb Stensland, council member (via phone)

Bob Johnson, council member (via phone)

Call to order

Meeting was called to order by Schwartzkopf at 2:02 p.m.

Stensland motioned to approve the agenda. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote.

Stensland motioned to approve minutes from March 20, 2013 meeting. Seconded by Hughes. Approved by voice vote. 

Agenda for 2-day full council in June

Willshire detailed the plan for the two-day meeting on June 5 and 6 in the building next door to Metro Square, the Golden Rule Building. Among the tasks she would like the council to tackle are discussing the next biennium’s work plan, completing anti-harassment training, and holding subcommittee meetings.
Legislative Roundup with Legislative specialist Kim Kang

MSCOD Legislative specialist Kim Kang gave an update on all of the issues that MSCOD tackled during the 2013 Legislative Session at the State Capitol:

· The bill reducing MSCOD council membership to 17 members instead of 21 was passed into law on 5/1/13

· The disability parking bill that we supported was passed by both bodies on 5/19 and 5/20 and is awaiting signage by Gov. Dayton as part of the transportation omnibus bill.
· The bill that clarified Minnesota statute language on Service animals was signed on 4/22/13.

· Kim detailed the passage of Arts & Legacy Grant request that MSCOD submitted and received ($400k over two years).

· Kang explained the process for getting the funds

· Joan described how they will be used, which includes small grants to partner organizations, holding a survey on the impact of the ADA after 25 years, creating a travelling show that highlights what people with disabilities face in the workplace, and payment of the annual awards event.

Review of MSCOD 2014-2015 Work Plan

Executive director Willshire described the process of creating a work plan and how the agency’s goals are measured against the work plan. Members then went point-by-point through the draft work plan that the MSCOD staff created. They made edits over the course of the next 60 minutes.

Hughes made a motion to approve the draft of the MSCOD 2014-2015 Work plan. Seconded by Stensland. Approved by voice vote.

Staffing Discussion

Joan Willshire explained that former Intern Colin Stemper will be on-boarded for a full-time, two-year temporary position to facilitate the Legacy Grant funds.

She said that they were working on a way to keep Legislative Specialist Kim Kang, who currently was employed via a 1-year contract position that expires in December, 2013.

Joan asked for input on creating the new Emergency Preparedness position. She ideally would like to bring in someone with ADA experience so as to relieve the load on Margot, who currently handles all of MSCOD’s access, ADA and emergency preparedness work.
Creating a Calendar of MSCOD meetings

Joan mentioned that it is easier for council members to plan ahead to attend events and meetings if the council worked out a long-term schedule for meetings in advance. Council members agree. They determined the following:

October 18, 2013: Annual Awards and Full Council Meeting

Jan TBD, 2014: Video Conference Full Council Meeting

May 21-21, 2014: Full Council Meeting
Executive Committee Elections

Chair Schwartzkopf inquired about the process for electing members to the executive committee. Typically those elections would happen at the June meeting, but Willshire said that the governor’s office delay in the naming of new council members. Because the MSCOD by-laws require that there are two full meetings with new members before the election of the executive committee, Chair Schwartzkopf indicated that he didn’t want to rush the process if MSCOD received word from the governor’s office. The committee agreed that they would wait to make a decision until they heard about the new appointments.
Encumbrance Discussion:

Hughes motioned to approve MSCOD Purchase order encumbrances of $2,592.83 from March 9, 2013-May 10 2013. Seconded by Peterson. Approved by voice vote.

There was no contract activity from March 9, 2013-May 10, 2013.
Executive Director Updates/Other business

Willshire shared some instances where MSCOD has been asked to provide more interpreting services recently. She noted that this is a trend that is increasing. She would like the Executive Committee to talk more about the trend going forward, and how MSCOD should appropriate funds for providing the service. 

Willshire shared that the National Governor’s Association conference was upcoming.
The group agreed to meet nest from 2-4 p.m. on June 12, 2013.
Motion to adjourn by Hughes. Meeting was adjourned at 4:06 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Tricia Drury
