MSCOD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
MSCOD OFFICE
121 E. 7TH PL. Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101
September 11, 2013
(APPROVED 10/9/2013)
ATTENDANCE

Barbara Stensland in the MSCOD office
David Schwartzkopf by phone
Kathy Peterson by phone
Robert Johnson by phone
Staff members Joan Willshire and Elizabeth Demski in MSCOD’s office
CALL TO ORDER
Barb Stensland as acting chair called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES
David Schwartzkopf motioned for approval of the agenda. Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
David Schwartzkopf motioned for approval of the August 7, 2013 minutes. It was seconded by Bob Johnson. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.

STATE FAIR RECAP
Joan Willshire reported this year’s booth at the fair was hugely successful and a destination place. MSCOD gave out 20,000 whistles and 10,000 emergency preparedness bags. Extra help was hired this year which was a great help. In the future, MSCOD should invite commissioners, hire interpreters and help make the fair more accessible. Currently, there is a survey on listserve.
BY-LAW CHANGES
Barb Stensland led a discussion of the proposed by-law changes concerning terms of office. She will present the proposed revisions to the full council and explain the reason for the changes. Dave Schwartzkopf motioned to adopt the revisions of 2013 as stated. Bob Johnson seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
LEGACY FUND
Joan Willshire reported that Colin Stemper is working on RFPs. A discussion followed on how the project can reach out to outstate communities. This may cost additional funding from other sources.

The events committee is overseeing the project and assuring its transparency.

40th ANNUAL AWARDS
Mai Thor is working on the awards event; she has mailed out all the invitations. The events committee will choose the award recipients. Mark Ritchie has been nominated for the Minnesota award. A discussion followed on the possibility of getting tapes edited on the history of the ADA and MSCOD’s 40th anniversary. Kathy Peterson motioned to approve an investigation of transforming film and video footage to an accessible format for the 40th anniversary. Dave Schwartzkopf seconded the motion. The motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.
OCTOBER 17, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

Joan Willshire briefly discussed the agenda for October’s full council meeting. The first hour will be devoted to council business. The second hour will be devoted to SMART’s anti-harassment training; it will be held at this time because it was the only way to schedule all council members for training. The afternoon will be devoted to celebration, speeches and awards.
HUMAN RESOURCES – Staffing and FMLA

Joan Willshire announced that Shannon Hartwig was hired as MSCOD’s new administrative assistant out of 149 applicants. Margot Imdieke Cross’s position is being re-evaluated to lighten her enormous work load. MSCOD will try to hire a part-time employee to handle questions regarding the ADA, civil rights and human rights. We will be moving soon on hiring for the legislative position.
Managers are required to talk to staff regarding absences; if a person is ill for over 3 days they need a doctor’s note. FMLA (Family Medical Leave Act) is voluntary. Currently Joan Willshire is on intermittent FMLA and needs the executive committee’s formal approval for it to be effective. Bob Johnson motioned to approve Joan Willshire’s FMLA; it was seconded by David Schwartzkopf. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.
FINANCIAL – Encumbrances

David Schwartzkopf motioned to approve MSCOD’s PO’s totaling $6,888.39. It was seconded by Bob Johnson. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Kathy Peterson motioned to approve contracts totaling $14,380.00. It was seconded by Dave Schwartzkopf. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
OTHER BUSINESS

Joan Willshire with Joani Werner proposed a video conference on unemployment to be held in February. It would cost approximately $2,000. Dave Schwartzkopf motioned to approve the training. Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
A discussion followed on the possibility of an outstate office of MSCOD. Council members should think about the direction, focus and location of this as well if it is feasible.
The next executive committee meeting will be October 9, 2013.
Dave Schwartzkopf motioned to adjourn; Bob Johnson seconded.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth A. Demski
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