ACCESS/HOUSING/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013
MSCOD OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM
121 E. 7TH PL., SUITE 107
ST. PAUL, MN 55101
AGENDA

1. Welcome & Introductions

2. Approval of March Agenda

3. Approval of October Minutes

4. MN Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Report

5. Legislative Update

a. Transportation

b. Disability Parking
6. Capitol Restoration Update

7. Vikings and Saints Stadium Report

8. Light Rail Transit Construction Update

9. Metro Mobility Update

10. Old Business/New Business

11. Adjournment

ATTENDANCE

Mark Hughes, Joan Willshire, Margot Imdieke Cross, Colin Stemper, Linda Lingen and Elizabeth Demski participated from the MSCOD office. Participating by phone were Rev. David Sams, Kim Tyler, and Nate Aalgaard. Bob Johnson, Steve Grams, and Michelle Trapp were absent.
The chair called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES

Rev. Sams motioned for approval of the March agenda. Kim Tyler seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.

Rev. Sams motioned for approval of the October meeting minutes. Nate Aalgaard seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.

MN NON-EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION REPORT

Joan Willshire reported on the Minnesota Non-Emergency Transportation Committee. This committee was established to create a single administrative structure for non-emergency medical transportation statewide. Thus far the committee has not achieved its goal. Linda Lingen suggested that MSCOD and other concerned agencies draft letters regarding transportation for the people with disabilities to the commissioner of human services.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

TRANSPORTATION – COLIN STEMPER

Colin Stemper reported on transportation issues from this legislative session. There is an emphasis on boosting transportation infrastructure this session. The following proposals may be included in the Omnibus Transportation Bill:

· A percentage of auto sales would be used to provide 95 million to the metro council for bus service and 8 million transit expenses in greater Minnesota.

· Funding for the Southwest corridor and would also include Federal funds for the Duluth to Twin Cities north express.

DISABILITY PARKING – MARGOT IMDIEKE CROSS

Margot Imdieke Cross presented an update on the disability parking changes MSCOD supports. The proposal to eliminate moveable disability parking signs in statute is progressing. The proposal for angled parking in 2 spaces to accommodate vehicles with lifts/ramps when disability parking is not otherwise available - has been approved. However the clarification on parking in an access aisle has been rejected; we will need to rework the language and revisit this in the next session.

CAPITOL RESTORATION

Joan Willshire and Margot Imdieke Cross attended a meeting with other user groups on the Capitol restoration project. They met with MOCHA from Kansas City, the consultants on the design project. The groups looked at the Capitol access from top to bottom and cross disability and provided a wide range of recommendations to improve the current situation. There have been two meetings of just disability groups that have produced good recommendations.

STATE PARK PROMOTION PROJECT

Margot Imdieke Cross reported on the progress of the Access Promotion Project, a joint project between MSCOD and DNR that ultimately wants to promote access within the DNR parks and trails to potential users. This year we will start with two parks, William O’Brian and Itasca. However, our survey of Wm. O’Brian Park revealed a number of access deficiencies that need to be corrected before the promotional video tour can be made.
VIKINGS AND SAINTS STADIUM REPORT

The director of communication at the Minnesota Sports Facility Authority will begin to hold meetings on accessibility in mid to late April. The precise time and location of the meetings has not yet been determined and will be announced later. Representatives from local disability groups and national consultants will be on the Minnesota Multipurpose Stadium Accessibility Committee. Many of these representatives also served on the Target Stadium Accessibility Advisory Committee and will also serve on the Saints Stadium Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting.

LIGHT RAIL CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Margot Imdieke Cross reported that construction is continuing. She hopes to arrange a tour of a rail car and station for the committee in the future.

METRO MOBILITY UPDATE

Mark Hughes reported that there is a software problem at Metro Mobility. The audit will be delayed.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS

There was no old or new business to discuss.

ADJOURNMENT

The chair adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth A. Demski
