ACCESS COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2013
MSCOD OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM
121 E. 7TH PL., SUITE 107

ST.PAUL, MN
AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Approval of October Agenda
3. Approval of June Minutes

4. Nominations & Elections
5. Minnesota Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Report
6. Minnesota Council on Transportation Access Update
7. SILC Report
8. Emergency Preparedness Report
9. Capitol Restoration Update
10. State Parks Promotion Project
11. Vikings Stadium Update

12. St. Paul Saints Stadium Update
13. Light Rail Transit Complaint
14. Old Business/New Business
15. Adjournment
ATTENDANCE
Jill Beyer, Linda Lingen, Margot Imdieke Cross, and Stuart Cross participated from the MSCOD office. Participating by phone were Bob Johnson, Nate Aalgaard, Steve Grams and Joan Willshire. Kim Tyler was absent.
Since there was no Chair or Vice Chair to conduct the meeting, Margot Imdieke Cross helped move the meeting along until elections could be held.
The meeting was called to order.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES
Nate Aalgaard motioned for approval of the June meeting minutes. Bob Johnson seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote with Jill Beyer abstaining.
The October agenda included election of subcommittee Chair and Vice-Chair. Joan Willshire requested that the Chair’s activities and responsibilities be described before nominations. The position was discussed by the Committee members and staff. Once nominations were open, Nate Aalgaard nominated himself and Steve Grams nominated Bob Johnson, who declined the nomination.
Nominations were called for two more times and a motion was made for a unanimous ballot. Nate Aalgaard was elected with a unanimous voice vote.
There was a break to sign up for closed captioning for Jill Beyer.
Proceeding with Vice-Chair elections, Steve Grams nominated Bob Johnson, who accepted the nomination.
A motion was made for voice vote for Vice Chair. Bob Johnson was unanimously voted as Vice-Chair by voice vote.
MINNESOTA NON-EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION REPORT
Joan Willshire reported on the Minnesota Non-Emergency Transportation Committee. DHS has neglected its contractual obligations by not making providers follow through. A committee has been formed to correct the situation, with a report due in January. The NEMT report was discussed.
MINNESOTA COUNCIL ON TRANSPORTATION ACCESS UPDATE
Statewide coordination of disability and senior transportation was reported on by Joan Willshire. There are currently 14 State Agencies on the Council, with $150,000 for two years’ funding. Many state-owned vehicles sit idle on the weekends and evenings. Volunteer drivers may be needed to make the vehicles active, but the state agencies must talk to each other.
Bob Johnson had a question for Joan about counties in Minnesota with no access to transportation.
SILC UPDATE
Diane Sprague talked about a 3-part report on the SILC website that included updated information on Minnesota funding resources, a survey with statistics and graphs, and a policy review. Nate Aalgaard had a question on where to find the report on the Internet. Linda Lingen commented on the update.
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS UPDATE

Last year MSCOD went to the State Legislature and got a budget increase of $180,000 over the course of two years to promote emergency preparedness. A portion of the funding will go to support Margot’s position and her activities. A portion of the funding will be used for the development of material, trainings and other supplies. Margot also reported on Emergency Manager training and FEMA training that has been taking place.
CAPITOL RESTORATION UPDATE

Margot reported that the focus has changed toward building a new, accessible building. The new Legislative Office Building will house some, but not all, of the Senators. There are some concerns with security in the Disability Parking area at the new building. Margot and Joan have been attending design meetings and working to create a fully accessible and functional building that will house a number of hearing rooms and Senate/staff offices and provide access to the Capitol.
STATE PARKS PROMOTION PROJECT

Margot reported that the project is currently stalled because of a change in DNR leadership. The emphasis has shifted and there appears to be a lack of commitment on the part of DNR.
VIKINGS STADIUM UPDATE
Margot reported that the Project Consultant is indicating that more wheelchair seating might be put into the plans for the Stadium. The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 15, from 1-3 PM.
ST.PAUL SAINTS STADIUM UPDATE
Margot reported that the first meeting will be Wednesday, October 16, at 1:00 PM. Dominic Marinelli and Company have been hired as the consultants on the Project.
LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT COMPLAINT

Margot reported that vehicles for the Hiawatha Line and the Central Corridor Line were ordered in 2010. At that time, the Metropolitan Council failed to bring these changes before TAAC for review.
The new vehicles have the dedicated wheelchair seating removed, and have had other dramatic changes. It is felt that the Metropolitan Council did not do “due diligence”, even though they say that federal standards allow it. Proposed changes are scheduled to be made for $85,000.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS
There was discussion over Steve Grams’ announcement of his running as a City Council member in St. Peter.
Jill Beyer commented about long-term care at home.
Linda Lingen made comments about the accessibility of the MNsure website, including questioning when it will become accessible to PWD and non-English speakers.
There was discussion over whether the meeting schedule should be increased or decreased, but the consensus was that there should be meetings on a quarterly basis at the minimum.
ADJOURNMENT

The chair adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Stuart W. Cross
