Events Committee Minutes (Approved)
Minnesota State Council on Disability

Monday, March 11, 2013, 11:30-12:30 p.m.
121 E 7th Place, Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101

Attendance
Members present:

Mark Hughes

Members on conference call

Steve Grams

Barb Stensland

Dave Schwartzkopf

Michelle Trapp

Members excused:
Kathy Wingen

Kathy Peterson

Rev. Dave Sams
Staff and Guest Present:

Joan Willshire (via phone)

Tricia Drury
Call to Order

Acting Chair Hughes called the meeting to order at 11:33 a.m.

Schwartzkopf motioned to approve the agenda. Seconded by Stensland. Approved by voice vote.

Trapp motioned to approve minutes from Feb 11, 2013 meeting. Seconded by Schwartzkopf. Approved by voice vote.
Discussion of the 2013 40th MSCOD Anniversary Celebration
· Tricia summarized the issue regarding speakers: We currently are still waiting to hear back from Sen. Tom Harkin’s office to see if he would be open to being our keynote speaker. We have heard from both former Georgia Senator Max Cleland and current U.S. Rep. Tammy Duckworth of Illinois. They both declined
· After contacting Sen. Klobuchar’s office, it was suggested by a staff member there that we pick a date in the week of Oct. 14, 2013 to hold the event because that week currently is scheduled to be a “home” week for the U.S. Senate. The staffer said we’d have a better chance of getting Harkin then.
· Willshire clarified what the MSCOD mission is in reference to what we would want speaker to accomplish. She said that as a state agency, we typically would be expected to deliver speakers who can speak to policy, rather than people who are considered “motivational” per se. Our challenge is to bring in more policy-orientated government types.
· Willshire shared her efforts to speak to national disability rights folks like Asst. U.S. Sec. of Labor Kathleen Martinez and Disability employment policy maker Any Imperato on suggestions of who to have speak.
· Willshire suggested that we will reserve the space here in the Metro Square building for the week of Oct. 14, and then after that if we decide to change to a different venue we can.
· Committee member Stephen Grams pondered if it would be appropriate to bring in Sen. Al Franken as the speaker, as his work in mental health insurance issues of late has been noteworthy.
· Committee member Mark Hughes suggested the possibility of having Gov. Dayton speak. That, as well, was well received by Committee members.
Discussion of upcoming Town Hall Forum on Voting March 18
· Tricia said that almost all the details of the date are set, with Sec. Ritchie speaking,  Council on Nonprofits public policy expert Jeff Narabrook and NCIL Voting Rights expert Jim Dickson.
· Tricia said that the main issue right now is attendance numbers. Right now, attendance is low. 

· Grams stated that he canvassed his area (schools, universities, newspapers, local groups) with information about the event.
· Hughes suggested that we take a post-event DVD of the event and share it with local cable stations in the hopes of them running it.
Discussion of Advocacy Day at the Capitol on April 11

· Discussion of nearby hotels that are accessible. Tricia will gather info and send to council members who need accommodations.
· Willshire discussed the overview of the day’s schedule. She reminded members that the time between the rally and the council meeting will be tight.

· Tricia updated the status of the meetings with legislators that were scheduled for council members. Most have been secured. She will email that information to each council member individually.
Discussion of when to meet next.
Agreed that we will meet again on Monday April 8, 2013 at 11:30.
Motion to adjourn by Schwartzkopf. Meeting was adjourned at 12:01 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tricia Drury
