Minnesota State Council on Disability

Position Paper: Housing
The Minnesota State Council on Disability (MSCOD) collaborates, advocates, advises and provides information to expand opportunities, improve the quality of life and empower all persons with disabilities. By statute, MSCOD advises and aids the governor, legislature, state agencies, and the general public on services, programs and legislation pertaining to persons with a disability. MSCOD works closely with constituents to identify issues, craft language, educate policymakers, and pass laws that have a meaningful, positive impact in the disability community.
Background

In Minnesota there is a shortage of housing for people with disabilities. The two biggest factors are the overall lack of physically accessible apartments, townhouses and single-family dwellings and the sparseness of related support services that make living independently possible. Additionally, the lack of rental subsidies, homeownership programs, barrier removal in existing homes, and low-income housing tax credits are serious barriers to affordable housing for people with disabilities.

The successful passage of the VISITABILITY Language in the 2001 Legislative Session was just a small piece of a very big puzzle. Builders across the state are now required to build more houses that automatically incorporate basic access features if public dollars are used in construction. We need to continue this effort and educate builders and the public on the benefits of accessible design to finally achieve a permanent change in the design and construction of all homes.

MSCOD Position
The Minnesota State Council on Disability believes that housing is a basic right for all individuals and supports measures that lead to increased affordable and accessible housing throughout the State of Minnesota. MSCOD will:
· Support efforts to increase spending on affordable accessible housing construction.

· Monitor the VISITABILITY requirements and increase educational activities that promote accessible design and construction.

· Advocate for services that allow individuals with disabilities to live with the greatest degree of independence and dignity.

· Encourage programs that provide more housing alternatives and options for individuals with disabilities.

· Promote efforts to expand the services available to serve the needs of persons with disabilities through HousingLink or a similar program, as a centralized clearinghouse for housing options.

· Support efforts to increase ease and practice of transferring unused Section 8 Vouchers to housing authorities that have a shortage.

· Work with the appropriate agencies and organizations to create and secure needed housing options for individuals transitioning from nursing homes to independent living settings.
· Advocate for subsidy programs that provide adequate rental payments for adequate housing.

· Recommend increased funding to modify existing housing.

· Support low income housing tax credits that prioritize accessible housing.
· Encourage the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency to assume more of a leadership role in addressing and resolving disability related housing issues.

· Support efforts to provide housing access coordination and home ownership counseling services to deal with disability related issues and issues related to the purchase or leasing of homes.

· Promote efforts to eliminate the incentives in the group residential housing program for people to live in licensed facilities.

The shortage of affordable, accessible housing continues to be a challenge for people with disabilities. MSCOD supports programs that address this need and ensure housing for all individuals.
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