MSCOD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
MSCOD OFFICE
121 E. 7th Pl. Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101
January 19, 2017
(UN-APPROVED)
ATTENDANCE
Jim Thalhuber – in office
Dean Ascheman– via phone
Kathy Peterson – via phone
Staff present Joan Willshire, George Shardlow and Shannon Hartwig
Nate Aalgaard- Excused
CALL TO ORDER
Jim Thalhuber council chair called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES
Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the agenda; it was seconded by Kathy Peterson. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the minutes of the November 15, 2016 meeting. Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Legislative update
Session starts January 3, 2017 Joan Willshire, George Shardlow, and Jim Thalhuber provided information on the MSCOD Policy Agenda. The Governor’s Budget will be released next week, the group discussed the option of continuing the discussion on January 26 at 10:30 am. There will be an Executive Committee meeting held prior to the Full Council meeting on Thursday January 26, 2017 to allow the committee to report to the full council the details of the Governor’s Budget and the MSCOD Policy Agenda. Shannon will send out the notice to of the Executive Committee meeting to be held Thursday January 26, 201710:30 am to 12pm to the group by Tuesday January 24, 2017.
Council Member Update – 
Council member update, Joan Willshire reported to the group that council members Nancy Rosemore from Region 5, and Dave Schwartzkopf from region 10 do not intend to re-apply for council member appointment. Both will lapse as of January 2, 2017. They will remain active until new appointments are made. Appointments from the Governor’s office have been made as late as June. Council members Carlos Vazquez Region 11, and Kathy Peterson Region 1 have submitted their applications and would like to continue to serve. We still have an vacant seat in Region 2, formerly Tim Boyer, who resigned July 1, 2016. We do have applicants in the following regions 2, 10 and we are awaiting appointments. We are actively recruiting in regions 2, 5 and 10. 
Nominations Committee
Executive committee elections were held at the December 1, 2016 Full Council meeting. The members elected to the Executive Committee were Hilary Hauser, Kathy Peterson, Nate Aalgaard, and Dean Ascheman, Dean Ascheman was also elected as the Vice Chair. On December 15, 2016 Hilary Hauser resigned from the Executive Committee, based on time commitments. She indicated she would not have sufficient time to serve the committee in a manner that would prove effective to the group. The group discussed the options of filling the vacancy, and holding another round of elections. Dean Ascheman serves as the chair of the Executive Committee Nominations committee, Based on the timing of holding an additional round of elections, which would take us past the June 8, 2017 meeting, Dean would like to discuss the item at the next full council meeting that will be held on January 26, 2017. During the last round of elections there were only four names to fill the four vacancies. The item will be added to the February Executive committee meeting.
Executive Director Report
Joan Willshire reported issues she experienced firsthand at the Minnesota Institute of Arts in Minneapolis, she currently serves on a committee that will address the issues. 
Joan Willshire gave a brief description of the upcoming National ADA Symposium that will be held on May 14 – 17, 2017 in Chicago, IL. Staff would benefit from attending this event. The total number of staff to attend will be based on budget.
ACTION: Kathy Peterson motioned to approve staff members to attend the National ADA Symposium, including out of State travel for staff, meals, hotel, registration fees and expenses related to attending the National ADA Symposium. Dean Ascheman seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Other Business
Staff member to attend the CSUN Assistive Technology Conference February 27 to March 4, 2017 in San Diego, CA. The conference will focus on Assistive technology. Staff would benefit from attending this conference. 
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ADJOURNMENT
Dean Ascheman motioned to adjourn; Kathy Peterson seconded. The chair adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Shannon Hartwig


3

