MSCOD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
MSCOD OFFICE
121 E. 7th Pl. Suite 107, St. Paul, MN 55101
March 16, 2016
(UN-APPROVED)
ATTENDANCE
Jim Thalhuber, in office
Dean Ascheman, via phone
Nate Aalgaard, via phone
Kathy Peterson, via phone
Staff present Joan Willshire, George Shardlow and Shannon Hartwig
CALL TO ORDER
Jim Thalhuber, council chair called the meeting to order at 2:36 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES
Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the agenda; it was seconded by Nate Aalgaard. It was approved by unanimous voice vote. Dean Ascheman motioned for approval of the minutes of the February 16, 2017 meeting. Nate Aalgaard seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous voice vote.
Legislative update
George Shardlow gave provided an update to the group, things have been busy. Items discussed included the House Hearing on Tuesday, the budget bill is layed-over, we need to stay on alert to make sure we are included. George has been sending out legislative updates via email, and they are posted on the website, and links are included in the listserve’s.
Discussion Committee Structure
The group discussed the current standing committee structure which includes the Access committee and the Employment committee, from time to time there are ad-hoc committees, for example the By-law review committee, and the Executive Nominations Committee. Currently Nate Aalgaard is the chair person for the Access committee with support staff Matgot Imdieke Cross. Kathy Wingen is the chair person for the Employment committee, with George Shardlow as support staff. The Access committee is fully functional, staff member David Fenley is also serving as staff support to the committee. The Employment committee has had a change in staff support, previously David Fenley was in the Legislative position. Currently Legislative Specialist George Shardlow is supporting the Employment committee. George Shardlow has a busy schedule with legislative session. Council Chair Jim Thalhuber will follow up with George Shardlow and Kathy Wingen about the committee structure and goals.
Nominations Committee/Council member Update
Committee Chair Dean Ascheman, will reach out to council member Amber Madoll to see if she would be interested in more information about the Executive committee. Recruitment efforts have been successful, and we have an applicant for the region 5 area. All open seats have an applicant. We were overwhelmed with applicants in region 11, hopefully we will
By-Laws Revision Planning
The group discussed the need for reviewing and the potential for revising the current By-laws. The last review was in 2013. Shannon will send out a copy to the executive committee for review. The executive committee will respond and Shannon will compile the responses. Follow up at the April meeting.
Other Business
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: A motion was made by Dean Ascheman to submit a reasonable request to the MN State fair requesting additional space to accommodate our accessibility needs. We are in need of additional space to allow for ease of access within our booth for our booth staff, partners, volunteers and guests visiting or working in the booth. The motion was seconded by Kathy Peterson. It was approved by unanimous voice vote. Staff will follow up with a letter to the MN State Fair requesting additional space.
Joan Willshire shared information with the group about the State wide branding effort, this falls in place with the plans MSCOD has for updating the website. 
Joan Willshire provided the group with an update on the 700 hour program, we will continue to monitor progress and report back.
Dean Ascheman discussed Bird Island, he requested the assistance of Margot Imdieke Cross with working on the need for maintaining accessibility and the docks. Joan will follow up with Margot on the topic.
ADJOURNMENT
Dean Ascheman motioned to adjourn; Nate Aalgaard seconded. The chair adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Shannon Hartwig
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