MSCOD EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

APPROVED

February 22, 2012

MSCOD Office, 121 E. 7th Place, Ste. 107

St. Paul, MN  55101
Attendance
David Schwartzkopf, Joan Willshire, Claire Cosmos were present in the MSCOD office; Kathy Peterson, Rev. David Sams, Kathy Wingen participated by phone. Barb Stensland was absent.
Agenda

Approval of Minutes & Agenda

Joan Willshire Performance Assessment

Legislative Items of Interest

May Council Meeting Development of Strategic Plan

March Agenda for Council Meeting March 15, 2012

Discussion & Vote on Annual Awards Event

Other Business

Budget & Encumbrances

Adjournment
Call to Order

The chairman called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.
Approval of Minutes & Agenda

There were no minutes from the previous meeting due to a recording malfunction. Rev. Sams motioned for approval of the agenda; Kathy Peterson seconded the motion. It was approved by voice vote. (Kathy Wingen had not yet joined the meeting by phone.)

Joan Willshire Performance Assessment

The chair announced that the executive director’s evaluation would be delayed until April, 2012. He asked Kathy Peterson to take notes for the review.

Legislative Items of Interest

Joan Willshire discussed a bill that will come out soon that will increase transparency of state agencies meetings and travel. She explained the language and said that the bill will virtually leave MSCOD alone. Diogo Reis met with Rep. Moran to get MSCOD included in a bill to have the sunset removed. There is no bill yet that gets rid of our sunset, but several legislators are working on this issue. The next sunset date is 2024.
MSCOD’s May Full Council Meeting – Development of Strategic Plan
It was decided that the May full council meeting will be 1 and a half days long for strategic planning.
March Agenda for Council Meeting on Advocacy Day
On Advocacy Day, March 15, 2012, members will meet with their legislators in the morning. The MS Society will have a rally at the Capitol from 11:00 to 12:00; MSCOD’s rally will be from 12:00 to 1:00. Members will be on their own for lunch until 2:00. The council will meet from 2:00 to 3:30. All members are encouraged to invite their legislators to attend. There will be no subcommittee reports. Anni Simmons will be present to update the council on CCD issues. It was suggested Margot do a training on the new requirements for resorts.

Annual Awards Event

There was a discussion on MSCOD’s annual award event. It was suggested we partner with other organizations at employer venues. Possible topics for training at an event included ADA training, job accommodation, 503 compliance at different venues. Kathy Wingen made a motion that the 2012 Awards event be smaller and the 2013 event, bigger. Rev. Sams seconded the motion. Voting to approve the motion were: Kathy Wingen, Rev. David Sams, Kathy Peterson, and Dave Schwartzkopf.

MN ARTS Council ADA Project Review

The Minnesota Arts Council has asked MSCOD to do their ADA grant reviews. Some of the issues are: this council sometimes grants money to inaccessible venues; ADA criteria is only one of the five required. The director stated MSCOD would not be liable if they don’t comply and would help their future compliance. It also makes them more accountable and increases awareness. Kathy Peterson made a motion that the executive director pursue working with the Arts Council; Kathy Wingen seconded the motion. Voting to approve the motion were: Rev. David Sams, Kathy Peterson, Kathy Wingen, and David Schwartzkopf.

Other Business

The governor has delayed appointing members to the council and the ramifications of this delay were discussed. Joan Willshire will talk to the governor’s office to get them to act by May 2012.
Joan Willshire reported that the Department of Education wants us to be a part of a retreat in April for people of color with disabilities. MSCOD does not typically do this; she has hired Kim Kang to assist us.

The next executive meeting will be Wednesday, April 11, 2012, from noon to 3:00 p.m.

Budget and Encumbrances

MSCOD is still dealing with SWIFT problems and does not have a complete budget for review.
Adjournment

Rev. David Sams motioned to adjourn; Kathy Peterson seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Claire Cosmos
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